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More than bricks and mortar, more than steel and glass. The Center for Biblical and Theological Studies will be a place of transformation
where Cedarville University students are equipped to shine the light of God’s Word into our culture and around the world.
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Director’s Chair
As we celebrate the legacy of Faith Linn Vision ’83
as director of alumni relations and now her new ministry
as a wife and mother, we are seeking God’s direction for the
new person who will fill the considerable void Faith has left
behind. While the search for a new director is ongoing, it is
an honor for me to serve in this interim role.
For those who may not know me, I officially joined the
alumni relations team the Monday after I graduated from
Cedarville in 2004. But my connection to the department
started through my involvement with the student alumni
organization, Delta Alpha Epsilon, for two years and through
my service as a student worker in the alumni office during
my senior year.
I’ve made many friends through Cedarville and love
uniting alumni not only with their alma mater, but also
with old and new friends. We have almost 100 graduates
who participate in our regional chapter program — men
and women from all over the U.S. who are indispensable
in helping me plan Cedarville events. To tell you the truth,
I don’t know what I’d do without them!
One of the many joys of my work on campus and
with alumni is seeing the characteristic generosity of our
student body evolve into the giving spirit of our alumni.
You show your giving spirit in so many creative ways,
such as hosting traveling teams, volunteering your time
in local alumni chapters, faithfully attending Cedarville
sporting events, and encouraging prospective students to
apply for admission.
Forty of our students are finding this out as they
telephone alumni, offering you another opportunity to
display a giving spirit. The financial gifts we receive from
faithful Cedarville graduates are what keep this University
strong! One of these students may be calling you soon, and
I hope you’ll give prayerful consideration as to how you
will participate.
Will you demonstrate a giving spirit, like those featured
in this issue of Inspire? Please know how grateful we are for
your continued generosity and how much we appreciate your
prayers and support. If there’s anything we can do for you,
please contact us at 1-800-837-2566, or send us an e-mail
at alumni@cedarville.edu.

Michelle Rigel McCune ’04
Interim Director of Alumni Relations
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Coming soon to a
mailbox near you ...
the new Inspire!
Featuring a fresh look and expanded content, the new Inspire will
arrive in mailboxes in April 2008. Expect everything you love about
your Inspire magazine — and so much more!
• More stories, more people, more photos, more news
• More to remember, more to learn, more ways to share
• More of what’s happening now and what you’ll never forget
This is the new Inspire, celebrating the unique impact of the
Cedarville University family around the world.

Honoring One of Cedarville’s All-Time Favorites

After more than 45 years of building into the lives of students through his passion for
literature, Professor Edward Spencer has announced his retirement from full-time
teaching effective at the end of the 2007–08 school year.
If you were influenced by Mr. Spencer as a professor, mentor, and friend, please send
a message to be included in a bound memory book celebrating his significant ministry
at Cedarville. All messages should be formatted on 8 ½ x 11 inch paper with a 1 ½
inch left margin. Feel free to include a photograph (either current or from your college
days). Or send your message by e-mail with an attached photo, and we will format the
page for you.
Submissions are due March 1, 2008. Send to Alumni Relations, Cedarville University,
251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or e-mail alumni@cedarville.edu. Photographs
will not be returned.
Inspire 3

Pre s i d e n t ’ s P en
At this year’s homecoming,
I spoke with graduates from the
Class of 1967 right before I spoke to
the Class of 2002. I had no problem
finding the room where the 2002 class
was holding its celebration — the
dozens of strollers parked outside the
doorway were a dead giveaway.
There were no strollers outside the
meeting room for the Class of 1967.
These two classes are separated by
35 years and by differences in experiences, perceptions, and
motivations. They are two entirely different generations.
The younger grads shared stories with each other about
new jobs, weddings, and children. Their loud celebration was
punctuated with laughter and crying babies.
The older grads were most interested in whether some of their
teachers and classmates were living and if we had any photos of the
old buildings that no longer existed. They were just as animated in
their discussions as the younger alums, but one of them quipped,
“We talk a lot about different things: knees, hips, and backs.”
The world has changed so much in the years between
their graduations. The alumni have changed, too. What hasn’t
changed is their love for Christ and His Word — and their love
for Cedarville University.
I spoke with alumni who have great jobs and a growing
love for ministry. One was an engineer who talked more
about his ministry in the office than about his outstanding
accomplishments. Another, who worked for a major corporation,
described church as his most important commitment. Still
another was a corporate executive who invests heavily in
Christian schools and missions.
When we hear alumni share their hearts and lives like this,
it is an affirmation of the Cedarville mission statement: “to equip
students for lifelong leadership and service.” This is the essence
of alumni giving back to their alma mater.
During homecoming weekend, I encouraged graduates to
invest in the students of Cedarville University. A good number
of grads already provide money for scholarships, but we need
many more!
Seeing the construction on the Center for Biblical and
Theological Studies, many wanted to make a gift to help
complete the fund raising. “If you can’t get excited about giving
to a Bible building at Cedarville,” one alumnus said, “nothing
will excite you.”
I hope you enjoy this edition of Inspire as we celebrate
Cedarville University alumni who give back to God, their
families, and Cedarville.

Dr. Bill Brown
President
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Look who’s hiring
Cedarville grads
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of Representatives
Eli Lilly
United States Secret Service
Ernst & Young
United States Senate
FBI
U. S. Steel
The Federal Reserve
Vanguard
Fifth Third Bank
Wells Fargo Financial
Focus on the Family
The White House
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The Heritage Foundation
Honda
IBM
Indiana Pacers
Internal Revenue Service
JCPenney
Johnson Controls

… just to name a few
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The Circle of Life
by Sharyn Kopf

The girl slumped in her chair, eyes vacant, arms crossed,
silently screaming. The woman facing her leaned forward,
reaching, searching. She could see the hopelessness, the sadness,
the pain. “Do you want to talk about it?” the woman would ask.
“I don’t know,” came the stoic response.
Such began the amazing relationship between Kim Ahlgrim,
a Cedarville counselor, and Jennifer Castellani ’02, a depressed,
self-destructive freshman in the fall of 1998. Today, Jen is a
26-year-old with vibrant eyes and an easy laugh — and the
advancement coordinator at Cedarville. She thanks God for
bringing Kim into her life — and saving it.
“I was on a downward spiral,” Jen says. “My life plan was to
die. That’s how hopeless I felt.”
Her small group leader, Karen Young Hayes ’99, quickly
inferred Jen’s condition and called counseling services. For the
next four years, Kim was Jen’s lifeline back to hope.
“It was extremely sad to me,” says Kim. “My heart went out
to her. But I caught glimpses of her, there beneath the pain. It was
as if she was existing, but not living.”
Jen’s problems started as a child. Hurtful experiences left
her feeling unlovable, unworthy, hopeless, and powerless. A
type A personality, she felt her life spinning out of control and
began overeating to compensate, leading to obesity.
Spiritually, Jen felt just as lost. Though she accepted Christ
when she was four and grew up in the church, attending a
Christian school before heading to Cedarville, her heart wasn’t
in it.
“I mostly went to church out of obligation and duty,” Jen says.
“I would force myself to read the Bible every day — out of fear,
really, that God would take something away.”
She saw God as a heartless judge, keeping track of her wrongs,
and Jen felt weak, unable to catch up. But Kim worked with her
and helped the young student piece her life back together. Today,
Jen is pursuing God, desiring to know Him more.
“I want everyone to know how proud I am of Jen,” Kim says.
“Here’s a girl who was dead inside, and I saw the spark come back
into her eyes. She let the Holy Spirit do intense work in her life.
She’s a bold and
courageous woman.”
After graduating
from Cedarville in
2002, Jen went on
to earn a graduate
degree. All along,
she knew she wanted
to return to the
University as a fullKim Botta Longo ’02, Kim Ahlgrim, and Jennifer Castellani ’02 time employee.
at the surprise ceremony announcing the Kimberly S. Ahlgrim
Counseling Scholarship.

Kim Ahlgrim (left) and Jennifer Castellani ’02 take a break in The Hive, a popular CU hangout.

She also started losing weight, dropping 130 pounds in about two
years. But most importantly, Jen wanted to give back to the school
that made so much possible and to the woman who helped her get
her life back.
Kim first came to Cedarville in her early 20s, becoming
acquainted with the school through her husband, Tom, a 1982
grad. She’s been director of Cedarville’s Academic Enrichment
Center, better known as The Cove, since 2004. “Cedarville
invested in me, giving me the confidence and ability to invest
in students like Jen,” Kim explains.
“It’s a ripple effect,” Jen adds. “That’s why I started the
scholarship.”
The Kimberly S. Ahlgrim Counseling Scholarship is another
dream come true for Jen — an opportunity for her to “pay it
forward” into the lives of others. Each year, a senior psychology
or social work student will receive a $1,500 award toward his or
her schooling. It is Jen’s way of helping to create more counselors
like Kim.
Cedarville announced the scholarship’s first recipient,
psychology major Chelsae Roby ’08, on July 23, 2007. In a letter of
thanks, Chelsae wrote, “My heart longs to be the kind of woman
who will love deeply and serve others with passion and wisdom.”
Anyone can start a scholarship, says Jen. “You don’t need a lot
of money.” And, Kim adds, “More people should honor someone
while they’re still alive. Don’t wait until they’re gone.”
To find out more about the Kimberly S. Ahlgrim Counseling
Scholarship, or for information on how you can establish a
scholarship, please contact Kim Botta Longo ’02, director of the
Cedarville Fund and scholarship services, at longok@cedarville.edu
or 937-766-7699. I
Sharyn Kopf enjoys her new role as assistant director of public relations at
Cedarville. She began her career as a newspaper reporter, then saw success
as an award-winning radio writer for Focus on the Family. In her free time,
Sharyn likes to write novels, work on her nonfiction book, and play the
piano. She graduated from Grace College in Winona Lake, Indiana, with a
communications degree and now lives in London, Ohio. You can contact her
at skopf@cedarville.edu.
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A youth mission trip to Portugal in 1987, led by Pete ’78 and
Kathy Kearbey Slusher ’79, included three future Cedarville alumni:
Chad ’96 and Becky Seguin Eder ’94 and Mary Beth Plunkitt ’91.
Evandro Batista ’77 also participated.

A Life Changed, Changing Lives
by Devin T. Robinson ’03

Renowned British author J. R. R. Tolkien
described leaving one’s home as “a dangerous business …
you step into the road, and if you don’t keep your feet,
there is no knowing where you might be swept off to.”
When Pete Slusher ’78 stepped into the road, he
didn’t realize his first step out of his parents’ door and his
first step onto the Cedarville campus would propel him
on a journey of ministry and impact.
Pete was brought up in a godly home on the
southwestern shores of Lake Erie, and some of his earliest
memories of his family involved Christian ministry.
“My father was a deacon and a teacher, and I
remember my parents being involved in Awana, Sunday
school, and women’s ministries,” Pete said. “We attended
Abbe Road Baptist Church, and that church was, in fact,
the most significant part of our lives.”
But like many teens raised in godly homes, Pete
struggled with his Christian identity. “When it became
time for me to attend college, my desires were on much
more earthly issues concerning college attendance,” Pete
said. “I really sought to get away from the vitality of my
parents’ faith.”
Pete’s parents, sensing his spiritual vulnerability, gave
Pete a choice of 10 schools, all evangelical, and trusted
God to work in Pete’s life. His family encouraged him to
consider a small Christian school in southwestern Ohio
where the family’s roots ran deep.
“My cousin David Slusher [’76] was already attending
[Cedarville] and playing on the golf team,” Pete said. “To
be frank, I did not want the things of Christ … the
opportunity to join the golf team was a big influence.”
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On the run from his family’s faith, he traveled three
hours across the state to Cedarville, Ohio, for the fall
semester of 1974. He may not have been looking for
Christ when he decided to attend Cedarville, but the
Lord had big plans for this struggling young man. Almost
immediately upon Pete’s arrival, God put faithful people
into his life to help prepare him for the ministry.
“The consistency of Christ in the men of Cedarville,
especially Dr. Bob Gromacki and Jim Greer, was an
encouragement,” Pete recalled. “My Cedarville experience
was shaped by the men who influenced me.”
One such man was Dick Walker ’74, currently dean
for community and family programs at Cedarville whose
witness and impact helped shape Pete.
“Dick Walker entered my life when I was a
freshman,” Pete said. “What he saw and why he invested
in me is something for which I am eternally grateful. He
simply took time to continue to share his life with me.”
“Campus pastor Harold Green was continually kind
to me,” Pete said. “The willingness to live out a passion
for the Lord from men like Pastor Green, track coach
Elvin King [’64], basketball coach Don Callan, and golf
coach Al Monroe positively affected me.”
The witness Pete was experiencing was not relegated
solely to the classroom and the pulpit, as the campus
nurse and her family taught Pete a lesson about living a
love for Christ.
“Betty Bertschinger [’68] and her family, the Whites,
opened their home for all the campus kids,” Pete
remembers. “The entire family took kids in and lived
out a love of Christ that few families do.”

F e atu re
The individuals God put in Pete’s life saw their prayers
answered as Pete rededicated himself to the Lord. “The
integration of life and witness had an impact,” Pete said. When
I left Cedarville, I wanted Christ to impact my life and allow
me to make an impact on the world at large.”
Pete graduated in 1978 with a degree in Bible and spent
the rest of the year praying about some difficult seminary
decisions, while his fiancée Kathy Kearbey ’79 put the finishing
touches on her degree in business and accounting. They
married the day after Kathy’s last class, in December 1978.
While many of Pete’s friends had elected to attend seminary
near their alma mater, Pete made a difficult decision to move
more than 2,500 miles to Tacoma, Washington, to attend
Northwest Baptist Seminary.
“I needed to focus on study and make better use of my
time,” Pete said. “NBS offered the options of study without the
typical social distractions.”
Just like his arrival at Cedarville, there were godly men
waiting for Pete when he arrived in Tacoma — men who
instilled a desire in him to know more of God’s Word and
awakened a renewed passion to serve Him.
Things seemed to be going just as Pete had planned. Kathy
became pregnant with their first child, and Pete was well on his
way to earning his master’s in divinity when it became clear
that God had other plans.
“Our first son went home to be with the Lord shortly after
his birth,” Pete recalls. “During the period of his hospitalization
and then his subsequent death, we visited the First Baptist
Church of Richland.”
Pete was eventually offered the position of youth minister,
which led to nine years of ministry in Richland. Working with
youth, he quickly identified a problem that was facing the
church’s young people.
“I saw the average church kid growing while in a youth
program and receiving mentoring from faithful adults,” Pete
said. “They would then go to a secular university and their faith
would unravel. They just couldn’t stand up to secularization.”
Pete saw how much the teens loved the Lord, but he
recognized that their faith was not mature.
“It became clear that attending a Christian college would
give youth a stronger foundation, a time to reason through a
personal faith, a richer group of godly mentors, and an
opportunity to serve Christ along with peers,” Pete said.
“As I looked at Christian schools, it was Cedarville that
always stood out,” Pete said. “Its liberal arts education, strong
mentors within the administration and teaching staff, positive
Christian service, and expectation to grow academically and
spiritually created stronger graduates than other schools.”
Pete started recommending Cedarville to the youth in his
churches, and they took his advice.
“[Pete] has directed literally dozens of students to
Cedarville over the years,” said Dave Ormsbee ’78, associate
vice president for strategic initiatives at Cedarville. “Every time

Pete Slusher ’78 has invested in hundreds of students’ lives during his years of
faithful church ministry.

he lands in a new town, he recruits students to attend
Cedarville. In fact, for a time you could track where Pete
was by the number of students we had from that area.”
Even with modern technology, it is difficult to track just
how many students from Washington, California, and Oregon
Pete has sent to Cedarville.
“I really cannot remember. I started making a list and
could name 30,” Pete said. “It is a joy to know that a part of
Kathy and me is in the lives of each of them as they serve
the Lord. We had no idea we would have any impact at all,
but we realize God is the one who makes the real impact in
the lives of those to whom we minister.” I

Pete ’78 and Kathy Kearbey Slusher ’79 live
in Central Point, Oregon. They have a married
son, Mike ’05, who lives with his wife
Samantha Sherfey Slusher ’06 in Springfield,
Ohio. Pete and Kathy’s daughter, Katie, is a
student at the Master’s College in Santa
Clarita, California. Pete has been the senior
pastor at Central Point Community Bible
Church since April 1996. Kathy is a tax
accountant for Newhall, California-based
Stewardship Services Foundation, a ministry
that prepares taxes for pastors and missionaries worldwide. Find out more
about their ministry at www.centralpointchurch.org.

Devin T. Robinson ’03 lives in Lebanon, Maine, with his wife, Adeliz Rivera
Padilla, and their daughter, Kerri Elizabeth. Devin studied broadcasting at
Cedarville and journalism at the Department of Defense Information School at
Fort George G. Meade, Maryland. Devin is the audio/video production manager
for Creative Broadcast Concepts in Biddeford, Maine.
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Fe at u r e : G i a Wo od Ciotola ’92

An Invitation to Involvement
by Kara Steinman DeMusz ’02

Last February Gia Wood Ciotola ’92 helped the Columbus
Alumni Chapter host a successful family ice skating party
at The Chiller in Dublin, Ohio.
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An invitation for dinner at Salvi’s Bistro — that’s what set the dominoes in
motion for Gia Wood Ciotola ’92 to become one highly involved Cedarville alumna!
Michelle Rigel McCune ’04, then assistant director for regional events and
services in Cedarville University’s alumni office, had invited Gia and other Columbus,
Ohio, alumni to dinner about a year ago. The alumni office was initiating the
Columbus Alumni Chapter and needed to find just the right alumni to serve on
the chapter’s leadership team. Gia, who lives in Marysville, about 30 miles from
Columbus, didn’t have to think long about Michelle’s membership proposal before
answering with a resounding “Yes!”
“I didn’t hesitate at all,” Gia recalled. “I loved my time at Cedarville, so I wanted
to connect with alumni in the area.” She was also drawn to the idea that she could
help promote the University and come alongside freshmen heading off to the ’Ville.
In her new role as a leadership team member, Gia got right to business. She
eagerly began helping to plan the chapter’s twice-annual events (a skating party in
February, a picnic in August) and even recruited her sister, Kara Wood ’93, to join.
The chapter activities were and continue to be tremendous successes.
“After our last event,” Gia noted, “our team received thank-you notes from two
different girls who were headed off to Cedarville for the first time. I was so happy
that we could be an encouragement to them, and their parents, as they started off in
this new direction of their lives.”
Gia’s chapter involvement whetted her appetite for more interaction with Cedarville
alumni and events. With her 15-year class reunion approaching, she felt the need to, in
her words, take advantage of the “opportunity to give back to Cedarville.” So she signed
up to lead the committee for the Class of 1992’s 15-year reunion.
“I wanted to help make the 15-year reunion a lot of fun,” she explained. “I love
the opportunity to be back on campus in a role like this, and I have wonderful
memories of my time at Cedarville, so it was easy to get involved.”
Gia led the reunion committee in selecting the menu, planning the events and
program, and lining up volunteers. Her team’s efforts paid off at homecoming on

F e atu re
October 6, when approximately 125 members of the Class
students and professors as she journeyed through her years
of ’92 (along with their families) came together to reminisce
of studies and activities, and she continued at CU as a secretary
and renew friendships.
for the Department of Communication Arts for a time after
Gia was especially pleased at the outcomes of the children’s she graduated. Gia looks back on Cedarville years overflowing
activities. She remarked, “We had some really fun children’s
with precious, godly friendships and wants to sustain
those relationships.
events planned by Heather Guthrie Morgan ’92. We had
Cedarville’s focus on Jesus Christ is the other reason Gia
magician Terry Miller ’65, a bottle toss, toss across, pin the
strives to stay connected. “I feel Cedarville meets a real need
nose on the clown, and fake tattoos by Katie Farrar ’08.
for people heading off to college,” she
The children’s activities freed parents
Gia
looks
back
on
Cedarville
said. “It stands on the truth of the
to talk with classmates, and Dr. Dixon
entertained us with his dandelion
years overflowing with precious, Bible. It’s a great place to prepare for
your future while staying grounded in
speech and stayed to have lunch
godly friendships and wants to the Word of God.”
with us.”
Some personal excitement came
		 She recalled, “I loved chapel — I
sustain those relationships.
just before the reunion, when Gia and
miss that time of the day. The Bible
husband Ralph ’92 realized that their son, Alex (3), was
classes taught me how to study the Word of God. My major
sporting dots that looked suspiciously like chicken pox. Ralph,
classes taught me what I need to be successful. It was a
who had yet to be able to attend one of Gia’s alumni events
great environment.”
Perhaps Gia will be signing up for a third alumni volunteer
because of schedule conflicts, was forced to whisk Alex home
opportunity in the future. Or maybe before we know it, her
before the reunion began. He and Alex were disappointed to
dream book will be published and she’ll be gracing the chapel
miss the long-awaited reunion, but Gia and sons Nicolas (12)
platform to share about it. One thing is for certain: Gia plans
and Anthony (7) were able to stay and later gave Ralph and
on staying connected with CU and encouraging others to do
Alex a good report.
Family is, of course, important to Gia. Supporting
the same.
Cedarville alumni activities is something she does in addition
“I think sometimes we get so busy in our current lives, as
well as in our kids’ activities, that we don’t really think about
to her primary roles of wife and mother and her secondary
college much anymore,” she remarked. “However, I think there’s
roles of community volunteer and writer. Gia volunteers at her
a real support system out there in alumni. I’d encourage all
children’s school and serves as parent-teacher organization
Cedarville grads to find their closest alumni event and give it a
president. She also attends Bible Study Fellowship and is a
member of the women’s ministry leadership team at her church. try. You may be surprised who you might find and how much
fun you (and your kids) will have.” I
An author of short stories, poems, and religious dramas, her
dream is to someday write a book and speak in chapel about it!
With so much going on, how and why does Gia make time
for Cedarville alumni groups?
Ralph ’92 and Gia Wood Ciotola ’92 live in
For Gia, the “how” question is easy to answer. “The chapter
Marysville, Ohio, with their sons, Nicolas (12),
leadership team only meets twice a year to plan the events,”
Anthony (7), and Alex (3). Ralph is a logistics
supervisor for CEVA Logistics at the Honda
she explained. “We stay in touch via e-mail. It’s a great group
plant in Marysville. The Ciotolas attend
of people who really work together to make the Columbus
Marysville Grace Brethren Church, which
Chapter happen and have super events.”
is pastored by Clancy Cruise ’87. Gia volunteers
“The homecoming committee has been great fun,” she
on the women’s ministry leadership team
continued. “It’s been awesome to work with the alumni office.
at the church alongside Clancy’s wife,
Sandy O’Boyle Cruise ’87. Contact the
I love to do anything I can with them. There’s tons of support.
Ciotolas at rciotola@columbus.rr.com.
They are so kind and so helpful. They always drop notes to let
you know you are in their prayers, and they’ve become friends.
I would do anything for them!”
Kara Steinman DeMusz ’02 resides in Springfield, Ohio with her husband, Emil.
The “why” of Gia’s involvement is somewhat self-evident,
She may be contacted at kdemusz@alumni.cedarville.edu.
but two special factors seem to emerge: Cedarville friends and
the Cedarville focus.
While at Cedarville, Gia majored in English and technical
and professional writing, was a member of the Society for
Technical Communication (STC), and was a student worker at
the CDR Radio Network. She made lifelong friends with fellow
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Fe at u r e : J ay Ben son ’85

Broadcasting the Influence of Cedarville University
by Andrew McKenzie

“There were people at
Cedarville who really
invested and continue to
invest in my life. ... I still
want to be a part of that,
to feel that connection.”
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Whether he’s talking about his community, his
industry, his family, or his church, communicating well is
natural for broadcaster Jay Benson ’85.
		 The same is true when Jay is telling others about his
alma mater. “In every area of my life, sooner or later, the
subject comes up, ‘Where’d you go to school?’” Jay said.
“And then I get to tell them about Cedarville.”
		 Since Jay has a passion for spreading the news about
Cedarville to others, it may sound strange that Jay’s first
CU visit was in the middle of summer to a virtually
empty campus. Even so, Jay described it as a watershed
event in his life. “I had a peace and a certainty that this
was where God wanted me. Walking around, I just knew
that this is where I was to go” — a sentiment God
confirmed when Jay stepped on campus as a freshman.
		 Jay was challenged early on at Cedarville by
communication arts professor Dr. Wes Baker. “If you are
interested in a lot of different things in life, and if you
like to learn,” Jay recounted Dr. Baker’s words, “then
broadcasting is the place to be.” After two decades of experience, Jay agrees. “There’s
more information coming into our stations than you can shake a stick at,” he laughed.
“On both the broadcasting and the business sides, there are opportunities to learn
every day.”
Other individuals, including professors Jim Leightenheimer ’80, Kurt
Moreland ’76, and David Robey, encouraged Jay into broadcasting as well, both
because of Jay’s natural speaking ability and because of the opportunities to learn
and influence in the field.
Jay also spent his time at Cedarville involved in student senate and spirit org CZ,
a group founded to clandestinely promote “Cedarville zeal.” Jay cited the influence
of men’s dean Dick Walker ’74 as an “impressive” example of living for God that
helped shape his Christian walk. Even amid all of this, it is no surprise that for Jay,
meeting his wife, Shellie Beaman Benson ’85, was the “major positive event” of his
college experience.
After graduation, Jay followed an opportunity to work in sales and advertising at
a radio station south of Zanesville, Ohio. “I had gone to school to be on the air; my
first opportunity to be in broadcasting had come from the business side, so I took
that because I wanted to get my foot in the door. But I got on the business side and
never looked back; I have enjoyed it more than being on the air.” In 1990, Jay had the
opportunity to jump to nearby WHIZ Media Group, where he now serves as general
sales manager.
Despite being on the business side of broadcasting, Jay has had the opportunity to
“wear a lot of different hats” in his job, something common in smaller media markets.
“I’ve done play-by-play, air shifts, and live remote broadcasts before; I’ve been on TV
and on radio. I was prepared for that at Cedarville,” Jay emphasized.
Jay also understands the importance of serving as a gatekeeper — a Christian
working in the secular world who makes decisions based on moral convictions,
not just what sells. “We are not a Christian station nor a Christian organization,
but I have had the ability to shape what can get on the air,” explained Jay, “not by

F e atu re

controlling others, but by being salt and light and encouraging
coverage for events that are uplifting, that promote the family,
and that promote godly principles.”
When Jay talks about what the Cedarville experience meant
to him, it’s easy to understand why he is eager to give back to
his alma mater. “Cedarville challenged me to think and live
biblically. There’s just been so much value in my ability to have
a Christian worldview that was shaped and honed by Cedarville
professors — and not just in the Bible department, but in every
department. It was a blessing that has had an impact on my
ability to lead, not only here at work, but also in my community
and in my church. The instruction I received at Cedarville
helped me develop into who I am, and it gave me a platform
from which to spring off in every area of life, professionally
and personally.”
Jay went on, “There were people at Cedarville who really
invested and continue to invest in my life. My wife and I have
been overjoyed that there are so many kids from our church
who have chosen Cedarville. I still want to be a part of that,
to feel that connection. I’m looking down right now at my
Cedarville class ring — Pro corona et foedere Christi — that’s
meaningful, and I hope Cedarville never loses that biblical
stance and that stance of righteousness, just as God’s Word
doesn’t change. As an alumnus I am, to some degree, responsible
for keeping that vision alive, knowing Cedarville is going to be
there for my own sons and their sons — or daughters!”
Jim Leightenheimer, associate professor of broadcasting
at Cedarville, explained how Jay (one of Jim’s first students,
more than two decades ago) has shown his thanks for his
Cedarville education. “Jay has given back to the University
through participation on our Electronic Media Advisory
Council, guest-lecturing in our courses, and providing
exceptional internships for students.” Jay’s guest lectures have
covered such topics as having a Christian and professional
impact in a small media market, and he has even role-played
sales presentations with students.
Jim added that the internship opportunities Jay has
arranged for Cedarville students have “been among the best
internship experiences that our students have had.” In addition
to providing hands-on experience in radio, television, and other
advertising media, Jay has put several Cedarville student
interns through the expensive and highly respected Certified
Radio Marketing Consultant program from the Radio
Advertising Bureau. Jay and Shellie have also often arranged for
or provided housing for WHIZ interns.
Jay acknowledged his role modestly. “I certainly have
enjoyed providing what internships we can offer; Even when
I can’t spend a whole lot of time with the interns, I feel they

A former intern, Josh Urban ‘05 now works full time as a producer at WHIZ.

come out knowing some of what we do in a small market and
what it takes to survive and thrive.” One former intern, Josh
Urban ’05, now works full time at WHIZ as a producer.
Jay enjoys seeing the determination in the students he
interacts with. “Cedarville students are serious about doing a
good job, even when they’re having fun. I want to encourage
those entering the broadcasting field, especially as so much
of what we’re doing is changing so rapidly, with an explosion
of ways to get information out. It’s an exciting, fast-changing
world, and I realize you’re not going to know it all in a year
or even in a couple of years. But if you become a lifelong
student, you can always learn new things.” I

Jay ’85 and Shellie Beaman
Benson ’85 reside in Zanesville,
Ohio, with their boys, Graeme (12)
and Liam (9), whom Jay describes
as the “biggest blessing of his life.”
Jay, a graduate of Cedarville’s
communication arts program with
an emphasis in broadcasting, serves
as general sales manager with WHIZ
Media Group and is an elder for his
church. In addition, he and Shellie
are two of four partners for Akua, an advertising, public relations, and research
agency. You can contact Jay by e-mail at jbenson@whiznews.com.

Andrew McKenzie serves Cedarville University as a marketing copywriter. His
responsibilities include copy editing Inspire and other University publications.
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Fe at u r e : David ’84 an d Laur a MCElroy Lindner ’8 5

Continuing to give back to the University, David ’84 and
Laura McElroy Lindner ’85 frequently host Cedarville students, like
the alumni student organization Delta Alpha Epsilon, in their home.

Honoring a Dad’s Legacy
by Kara Niemotka Gibbs ’96

Boaz. The magi. The poor widow. What do
each of these biblical figures have in common? They are
just a few of those who demonstrated their faith through
the humble distribution of material things to others. Not
only is Scripture full of practical wisdom for financial
management, but it is also rich with stories of men and
women who gave generously to honor their Lord — from
the small gift of the widow’s mite to God’s ultimate gift
of Jesus’s life.
David ’84 and Laura McElroy Lindner ’85 are
carrying on this biblical legacy, honoring a dad who
understood the value of a college education but did not
live to see his son enjoy it.
When David was just 11, his father passed away. But
David was blessed — his parents’ careful planning made
his college education financially possible. Sadly, for many
children who lose a parent, the dream of attending
college is shattered along with so many other dreams.
David and Laura, even in college, determined that they
wanted to help students who knew the pain of losing a
parent and needed financial help to complete their
education. In June 2000, the David S. Lindner
Scholarship came to fruition. This scholarship assists
Cedarville students who have lost a parent.
David stressed that, for him, the scholarship gives a
sense of connectedness to his dad. “Helping other kids
who are in the same situation that I suffered maintains a
link for me with my father and keeps his values alive.”
12 Winter 2007

They intend to continue adding to the endowment.
They send a monthly check, which to them is like
sending a support check to missionaries. The scholarship
has grown to around $30,000 over seven years. Including
the 2007–08 academic year, the scholarship has helped
five students (some for multiple years) and has
distributed more than $10,000. With continuing to
provide for students in the future in mind, the
scholarship is also named in the Lindners’ wills.
This past September, David’s mother, Alice, passed
away, and now both David and Laura are thinking
seriously about changing the name of the scholarship to
include both of his parents, since Alice partnered with
David’s father in planning and providing for David’s
college education — in addition to raising David by
herself after David’s father’s death. “She was a lovely,
precious woman and we miss her so much.”
They have also received letters from grateful
students over the years — each of them grateful for
the Linders’ generosity during the students’ times of
uncertainty, explaining how much the monetary gifts
aided their education.
Continuing to give back to the college, the Lindners
frequently host Cedarville students and traveling groups
in their home, and they provide substantial assistance to
alumni relations in planning alumni events in the area.
As Laura explains, “The school was deeply influential in
our lives, and we still strongly believe in its mission,
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doctrine, and purpose. The students are so much fun and such great people that it’s a
privilege for us to spend time with them; we are always sad when they leave and wish
they could stay longer.” She mentioned that they are thankful that their two children
have a connection to the CU students who are “kind, vibrant, and love
the Lord.”
In closing they added, “We don’t know how to say this without sounding
sanctimonious, but it is truly a blessing and a deep joy to us to be able to help other
fatherless kids attend Cedarville. Our financial part in it is small, but we’re honored
to be able to help.”
What quickly comes to mind is Deuteronomy 10:18: “He defends the cause of
the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing.” I

David graduated in 1984 with a B.A. in
chemistry and is a physician (D.O.). His wife,
Laura, graduated in 1985 with a B.A. in
behavioral science. She is a homemaker.
The Lindners have two children, Kiera (9) and
Ethan (6). They reside in Naples, Florida.

Kara Niemotka Gibbs ’96 is a writer and copy editor for Cedarville University.
She currently resides in Cedarville, Ohio, and married Brent Gibbs ’96 on
August 25, 2007. While residing in Chicago, Kara was a writer for her
neighborhood newsletter and Beltone Corp. She also was a contributing writer
for the Columbus Dispatch. Kara is a graduate of Cedarville University’s
language and literature program. You can reach her at karagibbs@cedarville.edu.

“You do not understand how
grateful I am for your gracious gift
of the scholarship. This being my
fourth year at Cedarville, I have
always feared that I would not
be able to complete the academic
year. I look back now and see how
gracious the Lord has been to me,
and especially by putting people
in my path such as you. I will be
graduating soon, and I know that
the Lord has guided me all of the
way. He has been there during all
of my down times, like when my
father passed away winter quarter
of my freshman year, and he has
shown me how awesome it is to be
in a place such as Cedarville. I now
stand on the brink of a new stage
of my life, and I cannot thank you
enough for your gracious gift.”
				 — Paul Manson ’02

Giving back doesn’t mean a million dollars.
		 Just give what you can.
“I never thought such a small gift would bring such a gracious response.”
Like this donor, you may be surprised to know that small gifts make a big
difference at Cedarville!
This principle is how the Lindners established their scholarship: not with
a single check, but by building up the fund over time. Lots of little gifts have
become enormously meaningful to the students who benefit from their giving.

Many of the gifts we receive each day are under $100.

				 Surprised?

Broad-based support is exactly why the Cedarville Fund exists, and we are
grateful for every donor who believes in our mission enough to invest in it.

“I cannot describe how surprised and excited
I was to receive this scholarship. … I am
constantly amazed at how He has provided
for me at Cedarville. Thank you!”
					 —Mark M. ’09

To learn more, contact Kim Botta Longo ’02 at 937-766-7699 or give
online at www.cedarville.edu/donors.
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Fe at u r e : K el ly Fath ’91

When Much Has Been Given

Excerpts from a chapel message delivered by Kelly Fath ’91
Have you ever imagined yourself speaking in chapel — the stories you’d tell, the people you’d thank? For most
of us, it might be difficult to even know where to start. The starting place for Kelly Fath was what he knows
to be true: that Cedarville made good on its promise to provide a spiritual community in which to thrive,
a groundwork of academic preparation, and lifelong friendships to depend on.
While in chapel last year, Kelly challenged students to be grateful, loyal, and generous as they respond
to the benefits of being Cedarville alumni. His message was a reminder to all of us that it’s not enough to be
thankful for past blessings, but that “to whom much is given, much is required.”
God has worked in my life through this institution. Through the people that He has brought
here as fellow classmates, as professors, as resident staff, administration, and through other aspects of
this school. So indulge me a little bit as I share how much Cedarville has meant to me and how it has
impacted my life.
Cedarville prepared me academically. It equipped me for graduate school and for professional life with
a Christian worldview, allowing me to discern truth from error. It prepared me spiritually for life — a heart
for ministry, hands-on experiences in doing ministry, ruling out which ministries I was not equipped for.
And it prepared me socially. It gave me friends; it’s given me a network that continues to this day.
Cedarville provided the support network that I needed in a time of career change. As I was sensing
God leading me out of the practice of law, it was professors, friends, classmates that I turned to, to seek
counsel. Of course, it was my local church and my family, but also the Cedarville connection. And later
Cedarville was an important part of finding the financial support in getting to the mission field. Of my
11 supporting churches, 10 have an affiliation, if not a direct connection, to my relationships formed
through Cedarville.
The experiences and the investment of Cedarville in my life have been profound. And despite that,
people still ask me, “Kelly, why do you remain so involved in Cedarville? Why do you continue to give up
14 Winter 2007
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your free time, volunteer for this, get involved with that?” The
the faculty, the staff, the current student body, for the ministries
fact is, a loyalty has been created and, as Dr. Estes mentioned in they’re involved in, the communities and the countries they
his opening prayer, because of the generosity of God in my life
reach. Pray for Cedarville.
Be generous. Be generous with your time; be generous with
through Cedarville, there’s now a grateful response that I offer
your money. Get to know the people in the Cedarville Fund.
in return.
There is truth in advertising when it comes to Cedarville.
Talk with the people who will be developing new scholarships.
It is quality academics, a vibrant spiritual community, and
[Ask] how you can invest in your major, in your department.
friends for life. It’s why I came to Cedarville and it’s why I
Alumni giving is a major factor in satisfaction of alums in
continue to believe in Cedarville.
college rankings. Be a giver.
Cedarville is fulfilling its vision and is worthy of my
So I see the principle in all of this that I see in Luke 12:
continued investment and support. In the past four weeks
“From everyone who has been given much, much will be
I’ve spent time with over 50 alums in eight different states:
demanded. And from the one that has been entrusted with
attorneys, a stock broker, an internal auditor, pastors,
much, much more will be asked.” There’s a stewardship
published authors, a development director, a dairy farmer,
principle in place. You have been given much — you are
Ph.D. students, seminary and college
being given much during your
professors, a secret service agent —
I would challenge you to be experience at Cedarville.
		 And so I thank the faculty, the
White House detail, no less — a
grateful for what you’ve
administration, the staff, my fellow
banker, homemakers, homeschool
experienced here. Be grateful students, those who have come back
moms, engineers, project managers,
[as faculty and staff], the current
school administrators, Christian
for Cedarville’s continuing
students for continuing to invest in
school teachers, foster parents, nurses,
investment in your life and your Cedarville. For making it the school
and fellow missionaries. That list
alone of alumni diversity is an
education, not just for today that it is now, and for the school that it
will be in the future.
accomplishment that would make any
but throughout your career. 		 Students, take this opportunity,
school proud.
But, frankly, that’s not all. And
make the most of it, invest your time
really for a Christian college that isn’t enough. Because not only here wisely with your friends. This is one of the best times of
were each of these alumni accomplished in their fields and in
your life academically, socially, spiritually.
Much is being given, but at the same time, this is the
their professions; they’re also involved in their local churches.
Of that list of professions I named, you have Awana
preparation for the rest of your life, and much will be required.
directors, small group leaders, small group hosts, elders,
I trust that in future years, you will have similar responses to
deacons, building committee members, finance committee
what Cedarville has done in your life. I
members, children’s Sunday school teachers, Bible study
teachers, and youth group leaders. Plus (those with kids)
effective parents raising kids who are friendly, well adjusted,
Kelly Fath ’91 joined the Association of Baptists
and with hearts tender to the Lord.
for World Evangelism (ABWE) after leaving the
To me that is the proof in the pudding. That is the reality,
practice of law and completing a master of
divinity degree at Grand Rapids Theological
that’s the truth in advertising — that what they promise at
Seminary. He is currently the director of
Cedarville, they deliver.
the Church Ministries Institute in Romania,
I would challenge you to be grateful for what you’ve
which provides basic theological and ministry
experienced here. Be grateful for Cedarville’s continuing
training for lay people to help strengthen churches
investment in your life and your education, not just for today
in Eastern Europe. Kelly also serves on the
Leadership Training Team for ABWE’s Central
but throughout your career. For your preparedness, for your
and Eastern Europe region. Kelly’s missionary
experiences, for your friends, for your network, for your
work
takes
him
all
across
Europe
as he partners with other missionaries, serves
resources. Be proud to be a Cedarville alum. Not in an elitist or
churches, and trains leaders throughout the region. While these ministries keep
an arrogant way, but be proud of what you have and what God
him moving across Europe, he calls Bucharest, Romania, his home. To contact him
has invested in you.
directly, e-mail kelly.fath@netzero.com.
Be loyal. Loyalty doesn’t mean agreeing with everything
that happens, but it’s supporting the overall direction of the
school. In fact, be interested. Stay involved, ask questions, be
Cindy Stamper Moore ’99 is a freelance writer and editor who currently resides in
Washington, DC, with her husband, Matt ’92. Cindy is a proud graduate of CU’s
informed. Provide feedback. That’s part of being an alum. And
of course pray; pray for the school. Pray for the administration, technical writing program, and she has enjoyed working with Cedarville’s marketing
services team since 2005. You can reach Cindy at moorec@cedarville.edu.
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Fe at u r e : B I B L E DEPART MENT

The Center for Biblical and Theological Studies
“This new building will
demonstrate the centrality
of Scripture here at
Cedarville. It will not only
be a wonderful place to
foster biblical learning, but
will also be a symbol of our
commitment to the Word
of God.”

—Dr. Preston Sprinkle,
Assistant Professor of Bible
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Bible is the hallmark of a Cedarville education. The emphasis on knowing
and applying the Scriptures is reinforced in chapels, integrated into every academic
discipline, and built upon the six-course Bible minor required of all students. Our
Bible faculty, who are prepared by their education and enriched through their
ministry experience, are equipping leaders for the next generation.
A first for buildings on Cedarville’s campus, the Center for Biblical and
Theological Studies will visually present the theme “I Am the Light of the World.”
This theme will be seen through a variety of elements in the architectural design,
including words of Scripture etched on the glass in the impressive atrium and
commissioned artwork in reflective spaces.
Another unique design feature will be the blending of the contemporary with
the historical. This center will clearly convey the relevance of Scripture in today’s
world, while affirming the historical significance of the Word of God. This concept
will be highlighted with plasma screens featuring the continuous reading of
Scripture alongside displays of ancient biblical texts.
We rejoice in the opportunity to build a facility that will enhance the quality
and scope of Bible instruction at Cedarville University. The Center for Biblical and
Theological Studies will attract students to Cedarville who are interested in ministry
and provide the technology and spaces to match the excellent Bible education our
students receive. Ultimately, the Center will expand our services to churches across
the nation by equipping believers for local church and cross-cultural ministries.
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Building Features
Bible Department Facilities
•
		
		
•
		
		
•
		

A spacious, accessible office complex will promote student
interaction with professors and collaboration of professors 		
with their colleagues.
A multimedia lab will assist our instructors in their
integration of the latest instructional technology into
their teaching.
A strong identity will accentuate the importance of the Bible
in our University program and in the life of every believer.

Student Space
•
•
		
•
		

Collaboration rooms will promote and support group projects.
A 40-station computer laboratory and e-check (e-mail)
stations will keep students connected.
Lounge, gallery, and vending areas will encourage
out-of-class interaction and reflection.

Specialized Classrooms
•
		
•
		
•
		
•
		
		

An innovative student ministries area will prepare our
graduates for maximum effectiveness with today’s youth.
A technology-equipped homiletics lab will help our Bible
students sharpen their communication skills.
Two lecture halls featuring the latest instructional
technology will help bring our courses to life.
Eleven classrooms will support the intense, case study
orientation of the Bible minor capstone course, Biblical 			
Worldview Integration.

Academic Enrichment Center
•
		
		
•
		

Offices will support the staff involved in promoting
student academic success, increasing student retention,
and advising students.
Tutoring and testing areas will assist the more than 200
students with various disabilities.

“It is a great privilege to be able to invest our lives studying
and teaching the Word of God. This facility will help us foster
a learning community and prepare students for a lifetime of
service for Jesus Christ.”

—Dr. Tom Hutchison, Professor of Christian Education

Proclaiming the Light of the World
Partner with us today.
www.cedarville.edu/cbts
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Homecoming 2007

Homecoming 2007 was a great time for both family and friends of
the University!
	This year’s theme, “CU Under the Big Top,” was a hit with adults
and children alike. Kids had fun playing on the inflatable games, and
the balloons and cotton candy made it feel like a real circus. Alumni
had their choice of 41 great activities, including class, organizational,
and ministry team reunions. Homecoming chapel allowed alumni
to experience Dr. Brown’s passion for traditional biblical values.
We miss our alumni throughout the year and already look
forward to next year!
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Bi g p i c

Don’t miss “The Sky’s the Limit,” Homecoming 2008, on October 3–4. Check out
www.cedarville.edu/homecoming for more information and photos of past homecomings.
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2007 Alumni Award Winners
Alumnus of the Year — Randy Wilcox ’81

Young Alumnus of the Year — Sharla Megilligan ’97

Motivation and drive. Energy
and passion. All could be listed as
an individual’s secret to success.
According to Dr. Ron Walker,
professor of management science,
Alumnus of the Year Randy
Wilcox demonstrated the kind of
determination needed to succeed
in the business community. And,
Ron says, “It certainly helped that
he was very talented as well.”
Upon leaving Cedarville University, the 1981 business
administration graduate went to work for Otis Elevator
Company (a subsidiary of United Technologies) as a sales
trainee. Through the years, Randy moved up the chain, landing
in a variety of branch and regional management roles. Before
reaching his current position as president of Otis’s North and
South America Area, he served as president for the South Asia
Pacific Gulf Area.
Randy says of that position, “It included 7,000 employees
and one billion in sales in India, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Southeast
Asia, Australia, New Zealand, and the Arabian Gulf countries.”
Not a job for the faint of heart, to be sure.
“Randy’s tenure with Otis speaks to the dedication he has
brought to his work,” Ron says. “He and Sandy have continued to
faithfully serve the Lord in each locale as God has led them
around the world.”
But making a name for himself in the business world is but a
small aspect of Randy’s life. He has also thrown his heart, soul,
and time into helping others. Besides teaching youth and adult
Sunday School, he currently serves on the board of International
Care Ministries, a Philippine ministry dedicated to helping the
“poorest of the poor” in the cities of Negros, Bohol, Cebu, and
Mindanao.
“I am working with ICM and Gaward Kalinga (a ministry of
the Catholic church) to begin rebuilding the second-largest slum
in the Philippines,” Randy says. Barely taking a breath, he adds,
“Our family is also involved in supporting a ministry to orphans
and street children on Bali, Indonesia.”
That family includes his wife, Sandy Seals Wilcox, who
graduated from Cedarville in 1982. They have three daughters.
The oldest, Laura, is a sophomore at Wheaton College, and the
younger two, Emily and Rachel, are helping their parents during
a rather significant event — moving the family from Hong Kong
to Connecticut.

Sharla Megilligan epitomizes faith
in action. The 1997 graduate heard
God’s calling on her life while still
a Cedarville student, and in 2004
she turned that calling into a reality
when she started Makarios, a
nonprofit organization dedicated
to educational and economic
development in the Dominican
Republic (DR).
“It is our responsibility to follow
the call God places on our lives to make a difference in the world,”
she says, “and He is faithful to accomplish that work through us.”
The whole thing began when Sharla went to the DR through
Cedarville’s student teaching abroad program while pursuing her
degree in biology and secondary education. God moved in her
heart and she went back several more times. Through each visit,
the Lord opened her eyes to the country’s needs — especially in
education. The idea to form an organization to meet those needs
grew, so Sharla started taking the necessary steps. She delved into
research, and headed to the University of Texas for her masters of
public affairs. In the spring of 2004, Makarios became a reality.
Sharla gives much of the credit to her time at Cedarville,
specifically the chapels. “They impacted me through biblical
teaching and challenged me to be passionate about the Word,”
she says. “And to get out of my comfort zone and serve the Lord
in big ways.” Of course, her education classes also helped, not only
preparing her to be a teacher, but also providing her with the
knowledge to set up and direct a school in another country.
Donnie Woodyard ’99, chief of the Cedarville University
Emergency Medical Squad while Sharla was a member, witnessed
her compassion. “I remember that Sharla had a passion and desire
to serve the people of the DR,” he says. “It is wonderful to see
God’s faithfulness evident in her life.”
Though she spends most her time running the organization
from her home in Austin, Texas, Sharla has other outlets for
service, from leading small group Bible studies to volunteering her
time in a tutoring and mentoring program at local public schools.
In 2006 she opened Dominican Joe, a coffee shop that supports
Makarios programs and fair-trade farmers in the DR. She is also
in the process of adopting twin boys from the DR!
Sharla’s life philosophy accounts for her success. “If God puts
something on your heart, act on it,” she says. “We spend a lot
of time thinking, praying, and talking about how we can make
a difference, but there comes a time for action. It doesn’t matter
how big it is, how out of your comfort zone it is, how young or
old you are, or how much experience or education you have.”
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Alumni Impact Award — Paul McGrady ’93

Honorary Alumnus Award — Lorne Scharnberg

To say that Cedarville graduate
Paul McGrady ’93 has been
successful in the field of law would
be a definite understatement.
Besides being a shareholder at the
seventh-largest law firm in the
United States and being a recently
published author, Paul is an
adjunct professor of law at the
DePaul University College of Law.
More importantly, he has played
an active role in helping prepare young men for a life of ministry
within the workplace. With that in mind, it is only fitting that he
be recognized with the 2007 Impact Award.
“Christianity is not passive,” Paul says. “Joshua 1:8 spells out
precisely what we have to do to succeed in this life.”
Paul strives to give feet to his faith in every aspect of his life,
from helping to develop a men’s organization at the university
to being a Sunday school teacher to lecturing about intellectual
property, the Internet, and trademark laws. He approaches each
task with the same commitment. For Paul, it all comes down to
“thinking Christianly.”
“Cedarville prepared me for this necessary defense against
the mode of thinking you often find in law school and the
professional world,” he says.
According to Jeff Beste ’87, associate dean for student
leadership development, as a CU student, Paul was instrumental
in forming the men’s organization Theta Rho Epsilon (ΘPE), and
his commitment to it has continued. “Paul regularly contacts both
current students and ΘPE alumni and helps meet needs in big
and small ways,” Jeff says. “He invites members to his home in
Chicago every other year for a winter retreat, and has made a
lasting impact on many lives through his continued support of
Theta Rho Epsilon.” In fact, student members of ΘPE nominated
Paul for this award based on the impact he has had in their lives.
Following his graduation from Cedarville in 1993 with degrees
in history and political science, Paul went on to DePaul, where he
received his J.D. His first book, McGrady On Domain Names, was
published by LexisNexis in May, and he considers it his most
significant professional accomplishment to date.
In addition to his education, Paul also credits Cedarville
with contributing to his marriage. His wife, Lisa Davidson, is a
1989 CU graduate and just finished her PhD at Purdue University.
“Cedarville produced a godly wife who is an excellent mother to
my children — and an accomplished thinker in her own right.”
They have a daughter, Lily, and a son, Danny.

When Lorne Scharnberg’s son,
Mark ’97, visited Cedarville
University with a friend in the
early ’90s, the young man decided
then and there that CU was the
only school for him.
“I told him, ‘If you go to a
Christian school, I’ll pay for it,’”
Lorne recalls. “‘If you don’t, you’ll
pay for it.’” Still, he encouraged his
son to at least visit other similar
schools, but Mark was adamant — he simply had no desire to
check anything else out. So the family packed up the van and
headed for Ohio.
When they arrived at Cedarville they were met by “a large
insect” offering to take their picture. “That did it for my wife,
Kathi,” says Lorne. “Now she liked the school, too. Personally, I
couldn’t believe the PR. I was impressed.”
Through the marriage of then-president Paul Dixon’s son,
Scott ’84, to the daughter of one of Lorne’s best friends, the two
men were introduced and, subsequently, Dr. Dixon asked Lorne to
join the board. That was 14 years ago.
Dave Ormsbee ’78, associate vice president for strategic
initiatives, speaks very highly of the trustee. “Lorne has been a
friend of the University for many years, and there are few people
as dedicated and active as he is,” Dave says. “If he sees a way he
can help, he jumps in with both feet.”
Lorne graduated from North Dakota State University in
1966 with a bachelor of science degree in horticulture genetics.
He moved to Des Moines, Iowa, in 1981 and incorporated his
manufacturing company, Katecho, in 1984. The company makes
disposable accessories for instrumentation companies, mostly in
the health fields.
Without a doubt, Lorne is dedicated to Cedarville. “There is
no greater place to invest your life and resources than in young
Christian professionals,” he says. “And there’s no place in the
world like a college campus, where you connect with highly
educated, intelligent people.”
So what does he tell students? “The only thing that’s
permanent is what you do with your faith in God. You go to
bed one day and wake up and it’s ten years later. You realize
that everything on earth is temporal. That’s why you can never
lose your eternal perspective.”

To nominate someone for a Cedarville University Alumni Award, visit www.cedarville.edu/alumni/awards.
Nominations are due by March 31, 2008.
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Recent Alumni Events

September 13 — Seattle Chapter Event

October 30 — Washington DC Chapter Event

November 9 — Virginia Beach, Virginia

November 10 — Boston Chapter Event

November 13 — Grand Rapids Chapter Event

November 29 — Miami Valley Chapter Event

Several CU alumni, parents of current students, and prospective students joined Dr. Brown in
Tacoma, Washington, to hear his vision for CU. The group had a wonderful time of
fellowship, and the view of Puget Sound wasn’t bad either!

Close to 50 alumni and friends gathered at Colonial Baptist Church to reminisce about their
days at CU and hear more about what is going on at the University. Children enjoyed
coloring the CU Bee, and, of course, dessert was served!

The Prince Conference Center at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan, was a convenient
location for more than 100 alumni and friends to meet with Dr. Brown and hear his vision
for CU. The group enjoyed sharing their favorite CU memories.
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With more than 100 CU alumni and friends in attendance, dinner at Clyde’s Restaurant was
a great choice for the Washington DC Chapter’s first event! Dr. Brown once again shared his
vision for CU, and the group enjoyed getting to know one another until late in the evening.

A few brave souls came out to face the cold in Plymouth, Massachusetts, but everyone had a
great time. The group toured Plimoth Plantation and then enjoyed a delicious seafood lunch
at a local restaurant.

Over 100 alumni enjoyed the production of Irving Berlin’s White Christmas at LaComedia
Dinner Theatre in Springboro, Ohio. Everyone enjoyed the festive show as well as the
great food!

alumni associat ion ne ws

Upcoming Alumni and Campus Events
Alumni Events
January 1

February 29

January 11

March 8

January 26

March 10

Philadelphia Chapter Event
Downtown Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Cleveland Chapter Event with Dr. Bill Brown
Cleveland, Ohio
Raleigh Chapter Event with Dr. Bill Brown
Raleigh, North Carolina

February 9

Orlando Chapter Event with Dr. Bill Brown
Lakeland, Florida

Columbus Chapter Event
Columbus, Ohio
Regional Event with Dr. Bill Brown
Des Moines, Iowa
Nashville Chapter Event — Alumni Dessert Reception at the 		
National Religious Broadcasters Convention
Nashville, Tennessee

September 20

South Central Pennsylvania Chapter Event with
Dr. and Mrs. Bill Brown

For more information about upcoming alumni events, visit www.cedarville.edu/alumni.

Campus Events
January 8–10

Missions Conference with Steve Richardson,
U.S. Director of Pioneers Mission Agency

January 18–19

Alumni Basketball Weekend

January 25–26

High School Leadership Conference

January 31 – February 2, 7–9

Winter Play: Alice in Wonderland

February 8–9

Song of Solomon Conference

February 15–16

Li’l Sibs Weekend

February 16

Engineering and Computer Science Day

February 25–26

TRANSFORMER

Evangelism Celebration

March 1

Awana Games

March 3–10

Spring Break

March 14

CU Friday

March 14–15
CedarMania

March 21–24
Easter Break

March 28

Pops Concert

February 21–23

Music Showcase
For more information about upcoming events at Cedarville, visit www.cedarville.edu/events.

High School
Leadership
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his siblings, Jared (6) and Allison (5), in Columbus, Ohio. William works
in production at the Original Mattress Factory, and Shelly enjoys being a
stay‑at‑home mom and homeschooling Jared.

Updates may be sent to Alumni Relations, 251 N. Main St.,
Cedarville, Ohio 45314 or e-mailed to alumni@cedarville.edu.
Photos submitted via e-mail must be at least 4x6 with a minimum
resolution of 300 DPI. Additional instructions can be found at
www.cedarville.edu/inspire.

1960s

Marv ’65 and Joan Carter Stephens ’65 have been deeply encouraged
by the support they have received during Joan’s recent struggle with cancer.
Please continue to pray for her. They are thankful that the Theological
Curriculum Program is progressing well. In fact, a Mexican pastor used
these materials for a college-level hermeneutics course in Chile.
Joyce Rudduck ’66 continues her translating work on the Christian education
courses in Bangladesh and is rejoicing that it is close to completion. She was
able to interpret during a counseling seminar this fall, which was the first time
she had interpreted for something other than a simple testimony. Although it
took a lot of preparation, she is thankful that the Lord enabled her.
Mark ’67 and Beth Ziegler Trimble ’67 are currently on home assignment
in Springfield, Ohio. They praise God for the many lives that have been
touched in Brazil over the years. Pray that the work would continue while
they are gone and that the financial need for the Seminary Academic
Center would be met.
Dan Brower ’68 would like to thank all of the people who have prayed for
him and his family during the home-going of his wife, Nancy. He knows
that this has helped him to have a cheerful outlook on the future. Dan
has returned to Brazil, where he has had several opportunities to share his
faith to those who loved Nancy. Pray that Dan will have the wisdom he
needs and ready answers for those who have been touched.
Nancy Towle Jones ’69 and her husband, Roy, rejoice that their church in
Coslada has a true desire to serve the Lord. Nancy enjoys working with
the children on Sundays and during special activities. Please pray with
them for an improvement in their financial situation.

1970s

Barb Cooper Klumpp ’74 and her husband, Phil, are teaching at a seminary
in the Philippines until March. Their return to the Philippines is enabling
them to evaluate the situation for possible return without terminating their
ministries in Pennsylvania.
Jim ’75 and Rachel Mayo Chambers ’78 are on home assignment from
Zambia. They have been blessed by the outpouring of encouragement and
support they have received since arriving stateside. Pray that they will be
refreshed while in the States.
Debbie Banks Donough ’75 and her husband, Dave, celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary on November 20, 2006, on the island of Aruba.
This was a much-anticipated trip and their first time out of the country.
They have been blessed with four children, ages 21 through 28, and four
grandchildren. Debbie is in her 28th year at Temple Christian in Mansfield,
Ohio, where she teaches high school English and directs the secondary
vocal groups. Dave is a shop foreman, but his passion is running their
small farm, a venture they enjoy together.
Marty ’78 and Denise Gawthrop Shaw ’78 praise God that He keeps opening
doors of ministry in places they weren’t expecting. They are enjoying the
adventuresome and surprising ride of their lives in Singapore! They are thankful
that they have found a new place to live and that their visas were renewed.
Elaine Gregory ’79 has joined the faculty at Roberts Wesleyan College in
Rochester, New York. She earned her doctorate from Syracuse University
and served as the physical education program coordinator there for 15
years. She holds the same position at Roberts.
Mark ’79 and Debbie Hall Seymour ’83 realize that it was truly by God’s
grace that they could go back to the African country Chad this past summer.
Mark is the director of a theological school, a job that entails a tremendous
amount of organization. He is also teaching four Bible classes.

Rhoda Sommers ’84 and David Johnson were married August 11, 2007.
Rhoda is an associate professor of education at Malone College, and David
is a self-employed certified financial planner. They reside in Canton, Ohio.
David Snyder ’85 and his wife, Pamela, announce the birth of Arrington
(Ari) R. Snyder on June 26, 2007. David and Pamela were married
October 29, 2005, in Fairfax, Virginia, and enjoyed a honeymoon in
Ireland. David is a partner with a CPA firm in Syracuse, New York, where he
has worked since graduation. They are members of New Testament Baptist
Church and reside in Jamestown, New York.
Talitha Bosworth Long ’88 and her husband, David, announce the birth of
Matthew Jacob on December 4, 2005. Big brother Levi (8) was excited
about him joining the family in Xenia, Ohio. He is also loved by his uncle
and aunt, Tim ’71 and Rita Deatly Bosworth ’71.
Kelley Gill Anderson ’89 is an elementary counselor with the Sugarcreek
Local School District in Bellbrook, Ohio. Prior to this she was a counselor
for the Xenia Community School System. She will now be working in
the same building with her husband, Scott, who teaches fifth grade and
coaches high school football in Bellbrook. Kelley and Scott have a son,
Austin (9), and a daughter, Avery (7). They reside in Xenia and attend
Grace Baptist Church in Cedarville.

1990s

Bobby ’90 and Sara Sweetland Hile ’92 praise the Lord for a great week
of Holiday Bible Club in South Africa. God did some great things in the
lives of the kids and also in their church family. Please pray that a decision
would be made regarding their current and future church meeting place.
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Paul ’91 and Jennifer Horne Morse ’96 announce the birth of
Rebecca Elisabeth. She was born January 4, 2007, and joins her
siblings, Lesley (4) and Shaun (2), in Beavercreek, Ohio. Paul is
a pharmaceutical sales representative, and Jennifer is a tutor and
teaches online while staying home with the children.
Lori Lindner French ’92 and her husband, Dave, are excited to be serving
at Faith Academy in the Philippines, where so many Christian workers can
send their children for an international Christian education. They praise the
Lord for the many years of faithful partners who have given sacrificially,
but they are now facing a need due to the decreasing value of the
American dollar.

David ’90 and Kim Shaffer Hoecke ’95 welcomed Lauren Nicole into their
family on June 28, 2007. She joins sister Jadyn (2). Dave works for the
production services group at Cedarville University, and Kim is enjoying
staying home with the girls. They live in Jamestown, Ohio.

1980s

Miriam Pressau Hixon ’83 appreciates the encouragement and support she
has received from friends after the unexpected home-going of her husband,
Jeffrey, in a farm accident on September 26, 2007.

Dawn Smith Monzon ’90 and her husband, Juan, announce the birth of
Alicia Anahi on August 22, 2007. She joins her siblings, Wesley (13),
Ashley (12), and Jessica (9). After a year furlough in Tyler, Texas, the
family is back in Paraguay. After nine years of teaching, Dawn is in her third
year as the academic director at Asunción Christian Academy. She received
her educational science degree in educational leadership from Liberty
University in May 2007, and is now pursuing her doctorate in education.

Shelly Lemponen Krull ’90 and her husband, William, announce the birth
of Jordan Matthew on September 12, 2007. He was welcomed home by

Steve ’92 and Gail Currall Jones ’94 announce the birth of Vanessa Rose
on January 12, 2007. She is truly a miracle baby, as they struggled for
many years desiring to have children. They are so thankful for this blessing.
They live in Mason, Ohio, and Steve works at Kimmey Plumbing Company.
Gail worked in the financial services industry for 13 years and worked
part time for five months after having Vanessa, but she is now happy to
be a full-time mom.

alu m note s
Jim ’96 and Karen Ware Blumenstock ’96 started their one-year home
assignment back from Asia in November.

Brian ’92 and Dana Guy Phipps ’90 returned to Turkey in October 2007.
They trust that God will use the stories they shared while on furlough to
encourage their partners and put a desire to support in others. Their support
needs have risen due to them living in Ankara and their boys’ junior high
educational needs.

Cliff Roop ’92 married Jean Siela July 28, 2007. They reside in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, where Cliff teaches elementary physical education at
Blackhawk Christian School. Jean is a nurse in a surgical center at Fort
Wayne Orthopedic.
Amy Riniker Smith ’93 and her husband, Chad, announce the birth of
Carter Jacob on January 30, 2007. He joins his sister, Audrey (4), at
home in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania. Chad is a geologist, and Amy enjoys
staying home with the kids.

Sherry Gavitt Price ’94 and her husband, Chris, announce the birth of
Olivia Rebekah on August 31, 2006. Olivia was named after her great,
great grandmother and was born on her great grandparents’ anniversary.
After 12 years of teaching kindergarten at Calvary Baptist Academy in
Hurricane, West Virginia, Sherry resigned to be a stay-at-home mom and
absolutely loves it. She also enjoys teaching piano lessons part time during
the week. Chris teaches history at Calvary Baptist, teaches some college
classes, and is pursuing his third master’s degree.

Sam ’95 and Sarah Mattke Garland ’97 announce the birth of David James
on December 1, 2006. He joins his siblings, Katie (7), Joshua (5), and
Micah (3), in Slinger, Wisconsin. In August 2007, Sam received his master
of science degree in nursing education from Cardinal Stritch University. He is
an assistant professor at Columbia College of Nursing.
Scott ’95 and Christine Fischbacher Hayden ’93 are encouraged by how their
home is being used as a mission field in Thailand. They interact with several
people on a daily basis and are able to share their love of Christ.

Ann Woodman Leaver ’95 and her husband, Chris, announce the birth
of Paul Michael on November 6, 2006. He was welcomed home by his
siblings, Joshua, Daniel, Timothy, and Sarah, in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Chris is a quality assurance tester for BDO Seidman LLP, and Ann puts her
elementary education degree to work by homeschooling their kids.
Rachel Searcy ’95 continues to work on the Punan translation of Scripture
in Indonesia. She counts it a privilege to have some family members join
her team.

Joel Wallis ’95 and his wife, Aimee, announce the birth of their second son,
Isaac David, on May 23, 2005, and the birth of their third son, Luke
Andrew, on March 13, 2007. Big brother Ethan (5) welcomed them both
home in Cedarville, Ohio. Joel is a project engineer for Cascade Corporation
in Springfield, Ohio, and Aimee is a stay-at-home mom.
Joe Slavens ’94 and his wife, Broni, announce the birth of Lucy Avery
on August 29, 2007. She was welcomed home by her sister, Bella (2).
In July, the family moved to Redding, California, from Portland, Oregon,
where Joe had been going to seminary and working at Multnomah School
of the Bible for the past 11 years. Joe is now the director of student life
at Simpson University, and Broni enjoys staying at home.

Gary ’96 and Lori Kenny Carter ’98 announce the birth of Braydon Larry
on September 23, 2006. Gary is a teacher and basketball coach, and Lori
is a stay-at-home mom. They reside near Elkhart, Indiana.

Charlie ’96 and Jennifer Myers Dean ’96 announce the birth of Madox
Logan on May 16, 2007. Big brothers Caleb (6), Gavin (4), and
Jaxon (1) welcomed him home in Peoria, Illinois. Charlie is a pastor at
Northwoods Community Church, and Jennifer stays at home with the boys.

Brent ’96 and Kara Niemotka Gibbs ’96 were married August 25, 2007,
at an outside ceremony in South Haven, Michigan. They reside in
Cedarville, Ohio, where Kara is the website copy editor for the University
as well as a freelance writer. Brent provides marketing and business
development services to clients in entertainment and publishing and to
small businesses.

Peace Bears for Empty Arms

When Patty Thompson Young ’00 and her husband, Cyle, lost stillborn daughter Peace A. Young on July 20, 2005, a woman
who had lost her baby years earlier presented the couple with a teddy bear. Though the Youngs felt totally alone, the bear
reminded them of others who had lost babies and had overcome their tragic loss. The bear gave the Youngs great comfort and
hope that they, too, could overcome their pain and grief.
The next month, the Youngs started the nonprofit Peace Bear Project in Peace’s memory. Since the Peace Bear Project
started, nearly 300 Peace Bears have been delivered to other families that are leaving the hospital with empty arms. In addition
to comforting grieving parents, the Youngs hope to remind families and friends that every life is special and should be
remembered — even the smallest life.
Peace Bears are purchased through donations given in memory of Peace and others. Each bear includes an embroidered patch on the paw and a Peace
bracelet for the mom. To learn more about the Peace Bear Project and to make a tax-deductible donation to the Peace Bear Fund, visit www.peacebears.org.
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Lana Hass Hoard ’96 and her husband, Joel, recently adopted their son,
Ian Reymond (1), from the Philippines. Lana enjoys staying at home with
him in Auburn, Indiana.

Jodie Delich Pait ’96 and her husband, Jim, announce the birth of Abigail
Grace on July 17, 2006. She was welcomed home by her proud older
sister, Natalie (4), in Raleigh, North Carolina. Jodie is an associate director
of web strategy at Quintiles, and Jim is director of finance at the Duke
University Eye Center.

Jeff Gruet ’97 and his wife, Amy, announce the birth of Jocelynn Danielle on
July 4, 2007. Jeff and Amy were married October 11, 2003, and now
reside in Gloversville, New York.

Jonathan ’97 and Christina Jackson Jackson ’97 reside in Glen Ellyn,
Illinois, with their two children, Ian (3) and Lucas (1). Jonathan is a
facilities manager at Johnson & Bell, a law firm in the Chicago loop.
Christina stays at home and teaches private voice lessons.

Daniel ’98 and Roxanne England Kaynor ’99 announce the birth of
Luke Daniel on July 1, 2006. He joins sisters Anna (5) and Katelyn (3).
Dan works as an accountant for Dematic Corporation in Grand Rapids,
and Roxanne enjoys homeschooling and staying home with the kids.
They live in Zeeland, Michigan.

Victoria Frederickson Miller ’98 and her husband, Darren, announce the
birth of Alaina Grace on May 2, 2007. They were married August 24,
2002. They attend Trinity Covenant Church in Manchester and reside in
Vernon, Connecticut.

Dan ’97 and Heather Van Gorp Ruba ’00 were married April 14, 2007, in
Indianapolis, Indiana. They are currently living in the suburbs of Indianapolis.
Naseem Qussar ’99 married Jami Wells on July 14, 2007, in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Many Cedarville friends were present. They love living in Littleton,
Colorado, where Naseem is an attorney, and Jami is completing her
master’s degree in counseling at Denver Seminary. Naseem serves on
the Cedarville Alumni Council.

Tim ’96 and Kelly Reitz Tuinstra ’00 announce the birth of Iain Paul on
January 28, 2007. Tim is an assistant professor of electrical engineering at
Cedarville, and Kelly is thankful to stay at home to nurture Iain.

Beverly Keist Jacobson ’97 and her husband, Ted, added a fourth little one
to their family. Kenna Joelle was born on February 27, 2007; she joined
older siblings Charis (7), Tobin (5), and Arden (4).
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Chuck Ware ’97 and his wife, Michelle, announce the birth of Naomi Lynn on
July 10, 2007. She joins her brother, Silas (2), at home in West Chester,
Ohio, where Chuck is a patent attorney for Procter & Gamble.
Greg ’98 and Gina Hutley Dyson ’99 rejoice that God continues to open
doors for ministry at the Lion’s Den in Massachusetts. The challenges for
ministry are great, but they enjoy ministering to teens.

Jed Smith ’99 and his wife, Nikki, have two girls, Madison Grace (5)
and Olivia Joy (2). Jed is an adhesives and sealants engineer with
Henkel/Loctite. Nikki is a stay-at-home mom and regional vice president
with Arbonne International. They reside in Freeport, Illinois.

alu m note s
Cedarville Grad Named “Woman of Distinction”

Lori Greenawalt ’84 has been selected by the Philadelphia Business Journal and the National Association of
Women Business Owners as one of 30 “Women of Distinction” for 2007 for her “professional excellence and
community involvement.” In addition, the American Woman’s Society of CPAs has named Lori the 2007
recipient of its Public Service Award for her “significant contribution of time and talent to public service outside
the accounting profession.”
Lori runs KPMG’s Internal Audit, Regulatory, and Compliance Service practice in Philadelphia and recently
launched KPMG’s Contract Compliance Services practice in the Mid-Atlantic region. In 2005, she received
KPMG’s highest award for volunteerism, the Chairman’s National Volunteerism Award. Lori is also a founding
leader of the Philadelphia office of KPMG Network of Women and serves on KPMG’s Women’s Advisory Board.
A resident of Haddonfield, New Jersey, Lori has been an active volunteer in the Philadelphia area for many
years. She is on the board of the Children’s Crisis Treatment Center, teaches Sunday School to seventh and
eighth graders, and has organized food drives for the Neighborhood Center in Camden, New Jersey. She also volunteers internationally, having made four
trips to remote parts of Peru with Medical Ministries International, helping medical professionals set up clinics and treat patients.

2000s

Robyn Cannon Lobdell ’00 and her husband, Jeremy, announce the birth of
Ezra Martin on June 25, 2007. They reside in La Plata, Missouri, where
Jeremy is a pastor and Robyn is a piano instructor.

Diana Lyons ’01 and Steven Powell were married July 28, 2007, in
Liverpool, England. After their honeymoon in Lisbon, Portugal, they
have returned to the University of Liverpool, where they first met while
working towards master’s degrees in Victorian literature. They are now
both pursuing their doctorates in English literature.
Timothy Miller ’01 earned his Ph.D. in philosophy of religion from the
University of Oklahoma in 2007.

Aaron ’00 and Jackie Smith Warriner ’00 announce the birth of Logan on
September 12, 2006. He recently celebrated his first birthday with family
and friends. They reside in Pennsville, New Jersey.
Josh ’01 and Katie Michael Williams ’04 were married August 4, 2007, in
Hagerstown, Maryland. They enjoyed a honeymoon in Los Cabos, Mexico,
and now reside in Columbus, Ohio. Josh is a trust examiner for the Ohio
Department of Commerce, and Katie is a nurse at the OSU Medical Center.

Michael ’00 and Julie Lamborn Munro ’00 announce the birth of Alexandra
Raeann on October 3, 2006. She joins her sister, Elise (2), at home in
Albany, Ohio. Michael attends medical school at the Ohio State University,
and Julie stays home with the girls. She also enjoys being a NICU nurse
one weekend a month.

Christopher Recktenwald ’00 graduated from Northwestern University on
June 16, 2007. He earned a master of business administration degree
from the Kellogg School of Management and a master of engineering
management degree from the McCormick School of Engineering. After
spending a few weeks volunteering in the Central African Republic and
vacationing in Europe, Chris returned to Detroit. He is employed by PRTM,
a management consulting firm.

Mary Zuleger ’00 and John Daft were married June 15, 2007 in Neenah,
Wisconsin. Mary is a first-grade teacher at Fox Valley Christian Academy,
and John is a senior participant accountant for M&I Trust Company. They
reside in Appleton, Wisconsin.

Chuck ’01 and Emily Andrews Archibald ’02 announce the birth of
Olivia Marie in February 2007. They reside in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania. Chuck is a damage appraiser for Progressive Insurance.
Emily quit her advertising sales job to be at home with Olivia. She works
part time at home as an administrative assistant for their church, Living
Hope Presbyterian Church.

Jody ’02 and Sarah Pollock Fox ’01 announce the birth of Jordan Alisse
on July 21, 2007. Big sister Camryn Joy (18 months) welcomed her home
in Columbus, Ohio. Jody is a youth pastor at Parsons Baptist Church and
attends Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.
Sarah enjoys staying at home with the girls.
Andrea Gensel ’02 received her master of business administration degree
with a focus in human resource management from the University of
Phoenix on April 30, 2007. She has worked in the accounting department
at Caterpillar for the past five years and hopes to transition to the human
resources department. She resides in Peoria, Illinois.
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Saving Lives, One “Sole” at a Time

Cody Fisher ’06 is currently living in northern Iraq, where he and a friend recently created a
unique business: Buy Shoes, Save Lives. They’re working together with local businesses to
export their handmade shoes throughout the world. The idea was born when the two made a
short documentary about how the shoes were made and began to wonder if there might be a
market for exporting them to other countries. They hoped that selling the shoes might boost
the struggling local economy and contribute to relief efforts.
		 With the business up and running, Fisher and his friend are using as much of the
proceeds as they can (and 100 percent of the profits) to help Iraqi children in need of heart
surgery. Iraq has one of the highest percentages of heart disease among children, with many
dying from causes that could be easily addressed with access to proper medical care. Buy
Shoes, Save Lives is working with another organization to send the children to Israel for the surgeries they need. “This is not only saving kids’ lives; it’s
also building bridges between the Arab world, where the kids are from, and the Jewish world, where they receive the help they need,” Fisher explains.
For more information on Buy Shoes, Save Lives, visit www.buyshoessavelives.com or contact Cody Fisher at buyshoessavelives@gmail.com.

Michael ’03 and Annie Kerns Kibbe ’03 were married May 26, 2007, at
the Mountain Meadows Camp in Shingletown, California. Michael is the
sports and recreation director at Evangelical Free Church, and Annie serves
with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at California State University. They
reside in Chico, California.
Julie Landau ’03 rejoices in her trip to El Salvador. Her team was able to
minister to more than 2,000 people through medical treatment, children’s
ministry, and evangelism. The people were willing to hear the Gospel, and
640 accepted Christ as their Savior.

Josh ’03 and Tiffany Landau Rowland ’03 have recently moved to Phoenix,
Arizona. Josh is an ESL teacher at Summit High School and received his
master of arts degree in TEFL from Columbia International University in
August 2007. Tiffany is enjoying her time as a stay-at-home mom and a
part-time tutor at Sylvan Learning Center.

Jesse Hornback ’04 and his wife, Allison, announce the birth of Titus Jay on
February 14, 2007. Jesse is a first lieutenant in the Air Force, and Allison
enjoys being stay-at-home mom. They reside in Dayton, Ohio.
Paul ’04 and Sharon Hershey Miller ’04 announce the birth of Jordan Paul
on June 28, 2007. They reside in Bensalem, Pennsylvania.

Lisa Miller ’03 and Daniel Stroup were married December 30, 2006, at
Eugene Baptist Temple in Eugene, Oregon. They reside in Madras, Oregon,
where Lisa teaches seventh grade at Jefferson County Middle School and Dan
teaches fifth grade at Madras Elementary. They both enjoy golfing, hiking,
and serving in various worship and children’s ministries in their local church.

Marcia Yamarino ’04 and Matthew Slagel were married July 14, 2007,
in Southfield, Michigan. They enjoyed a honeymoon in Aruba, and have
returned to their home in Lebanon, Ohio. Matthew is a mechanical
engineer, and Marcia teaches seventh grade math in Waynesville, Ohio.

Matt ’05 Knudsen and his wife, Emily, are pleased to announce the
homecoming of their twin girls, Gabriella and Adelina. The girls were born in
Guatemala City, Guatemala, in May 2006 and came home to Chicago in
July 2007.

Josh ’05 and Lisa Keim Northeimer ’04 announce the birth of Tucker Jaden
on March 17, 2007, in Columbus, Ohio. Josh is a kitchen and bath
designer for Home Depot and works part time as the media director for
Grace Church of Powell. Lisa enjoys being a nanny.
Emily Plate ’04 and Benjamin Williams were married August 19, 2007, on
Long Island in New York. They both received their master of music degrees
in May 2007 from the University of Akron. They reside in Gahanna, Ohio,
where Ben is studying at the Ohio State University for his doctor of musical
arts degree in music composition. Emily is playing with the Richmond
Symphony Orchestra and teaches violin at Harmony Studios and privately
out of their home.
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Amber Isbell Welvaert ’04 and her husband, Chris, announce the birth of
Denver Paul on June 4, 2007. They recently moved to Alabama, where
Chris is attending Army flight school and Amber plans to start her own
business tutoring students.
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Greg ’05 and Rachel Marley Vruggink ’05 announce the birth of Christian
Taylor on July 17, 2007.

Joe ‘06 and Lana Terpstra Miller ‘06 were married on September 30, 2006
in Winona, Minnesota. After spending their first year together in the Dayton
area, they now reside in Ames, Iowa. Joe is working on his Ph.D. in
mechanical engineering at Iowa State University; Lana works as a nurse
at the Vein Clinic.

Ryan ’08 and Emily Cain Lowry ’07 were married July 28, 2007, in
Augusta, Michigan. After a honeymoon in Seabrook Island, South Carolina,
they returned to Cedarville, Ohio. Ryan is in his senior year at Cedarville,
and Emily is a retail associate for Fifth Third Bank in Dayton.

In Memory
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of these dear loved ones.

Jonathan ’06 and Bethany Doupe Eaby ’05 were married June 9, 2007.
They reside in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania.
Nathan Walter ’07 and Molly Thayer ’06 were married August 12, 2006,
at The Homestead in Hot Springs, Virginia. They have made their
home in Dublin, Ohio, where Nathan and Molly both work at Deloitte.
Nathan specializes in corporate accounting, and Molly specializes in
high-wealth individual accounting.
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Rev. Richard Johnson ’53 went home to be with the Lord on October 9,
2006, in Rexville, New York. A graduate of the Cleveland, Ohio, Baptist
Bible Institute that merged with Cedarville College the year of his
graduation, Rick was ordained at First Baptist Church in Johnstown, New
York. After working in youth ministry, including at Word of Life Bible
Institute and Hi-B.A. (a high school evangelism fellowship whose director
was the late Brandt Reed), Rick pastored Rock Hall Church in Rock Hall,
Maryland, and Bennett’s Creek Bible Church in Rexville, New York. Richard
also helped Rev. Max Tucker ’53 start a storefront church in Newark, Ohio.
Rick leaves behind his wife, Shirley Taylor Johnson (whom he met at
Baptist Bible Institute); three children and their spouses; three siblings and
their spouses; eight grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.
Mary West Bradford ’64 went home to be with the Lord on November 14,
2007, in Prescott, Arizona. An English major at Cedarville, Mary will be
remembered as a loving wife, mother, and grandmother whose strong
Christian faith was a testimony to those around her. She leaves behind her
husband, Jack; two daughters and their husbands; two stepchildren and
their spouses; one brother; and nine grandchildren.

“Where in the World is
Cedarville?” Contest

It’s time for the always-popular “Where in the World is Cedarville?” 2008 photo
contest. Winning entries will be featured in the new Inspire, set to be released
this spring!
Where will Cedarville spirit show up this year? Categories include:
• Best Overall Photo
• Best Participation (most people with CU shirts)
• Best Family Photo
• Best On-Campus Photo
• Best CedarSighting (towns, cities, and other items that remind you of Cedarville)
• Best Christmas Photo
• Most Famous (pose with a famous person)
• Farthest from Cedarville University (in miles)
• Most Creative
• Most Adventurous/High-Action Photo
Send your entries to Alumni Relations, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314 or e-mail digital images to alumni@cedarville.edu
by February 1, 2008. For more information and contest rules, visit www.cedarville.edu/alumni/witw/winter.
A $50 Visa gift card OR a $50 CU bookstore gift certificate will be awarded for each category!
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To find out more about these stories, visit www.cedarville.edu/whatsabuzz and click on “Inspire Articles.”

Schell Grant Benefits Students

Cedarville University has been selected to receive a grant from Fifth
Third Bank, trustee for the Charles E. Schell Foundation, in the amount of
$100,000 to be paid over four years. This grant reflects Cedarville University’s
continued commitment to offer students more financial aid options. Fred
Merritt, the financial aid director at Cedarville University, estimates that
20 to 30 students will benefit from the loans in the next four years. Though
interest-free, the loans carry a moral obligation. Individual recipients are
asked to repay their loans to build a rotating loan fund for the benefit of
future students.

Professor Honored as Lehrman Fellow

Dr. Mark Caleb Smith, director of Cedarville University’s Center for Political
Studies, has been named an academic fellow by the Lehrman American
Studies Center. Mark traveled to Princeton University in June for a two-week
seminar dedicated to the study of American political principles in practice.
The seminar, which was sponsored by the Intercollegiate Studies Institute,
involved more than 25 distinguished faculty from around the country and
was led by professors from Amherst, Harvard, Notre Dame, Princeton, the
University of Virginia, and Yale.

Distinguished Speaker Series Features Alumnus

Have you ever noticed the name “Otis” while riding in an elevator? With
more than 1.2 million elevators and escalators in operation all over the world,
Otis Elevator Company is the preeminent leader in the vertical transportation
industry. Putting a face to the Otis name is Cedarville University alumnus
Randy Wilcox ’81, North and South America area president for Otis. Randy
spoke in October as part of the Distinguished Business Speaker Series
sponsored by the University’s Department of Business Administration.

Conference Addresses Sex Trafficking

Women at Risk, International recently presented a conference at Cedarville
University designed to improve awareness of women enslaved in sex trade.
Dr. Susan Warner, associate professor of sociology and conference presenter,
noted, “Up to 800,000 men, women, and children are trafficked illegally
across international borders each year. Fifty percent of these are forced into
sexual slavery.” Keynote speaker Becky McDonald shared her 36 years of
experience working with wounded women around the world. The conference
was sponsored by Women of Vision, a CU organization focused on
humanitarian aid.
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Faculty Composer Premieres Latest Work

His works have been performed on every continent except Antarctica.
He has received dozens of awards in composition and holds degrees
in music from three universities. And yet, for all his achievements,
only now has Dr. Steven Winteregg, dean of the School of Humanities
and professor of composition, presented one of his most personally
meaningful pieces with the world premiere of his original composition
Resolution (performed by the Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra).
Resolution is dedicated to Steven’s wife, Candy, and focuses on her recent
battle with cancer. Throughout the piece, the audience travels through
the stages of her struggle. According to Steven, the title of the piece
“refers to the fight and determination that Candy exhibited through her
operation and treatment, but it also signifies the constant search for
finality throughout the whole experience.”

2007 Year Starts with Fall Bible Conference

Noted author, speaker, and international radio host Ron Hutchcraft
served as the featured speaker at the 2007 Cedarville University Fall
Bible Conference. Ron spoke five times during the four-day conference.
Ron is a 43-year veteran of youth and family work, president of Ron
Hutchcraft Ministries, and a visiting faculty member at the Billy Graham
Schools of Evangelism. He has also authored Called to Greatness, The
Battle for a Generation, Five Needs Your Child Must Have Met at Home,
and Ten Time Bombs — Defusing the Most Explosive Pressures Teenagers
Face. Ron is the radio host of Realtime, A Word with You, and Call to
Greatness, which are heard on hundreds of radio stations in the U.S.
and internationally.

Fall Play Delights Audiences

How do you deal with an overbearing, hypochondriac father who
wants to marry his daughter to an idiotic doctor? By laughing.
Molière’s classic comedy The Imaginary Invalid, produced by Cedarville
University’s theatre program, kept audiences smiling. The show was
directed by Donald N. C. Jones and was performed by Cedarville
University students.
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CU on the Road

The following list is only a sampling of CU events on the road. For more events and information, visit
www.cedarville.edu/reps. For upcoming alumni events, turn to page 23! (Dates are subject to change.)
January 12–13

January 27

March 15–16

January 19–20

February 10

Lifeline Players
North Royalton, Ohio

Dr. Bill Brown
Aurora, Ohio

HeartSong
Indianapolis, Indiana

The Master’s Puppets
Cincinnati, Ohio
Mt. Gilead, Ohio

Dr. Bill Brown
Lakeland, Florida

February 10

Lifeline Players
Bolivar, Ohio
North Jackson, Ohio

HeartSong
Connersville, Indiana
Mentor, Ohio

January 20

February 16–19

HeartSong
Canton, Ohio

Men’s Glee Club
Atlanta, Georgia

January 26–27

February 25–28

The Master’s Puppets
Huntington, Indiana

Dr. Bill Brown
France and Germany

Lifeline Players
Bellefontaine, Ohio

March 9

The Master’s Puppets
Portsmouth, Ohio

March 16

Dr. Bill Brown and HeartSong
Winamac, Indiana
HeartSong
Huntington, West Virginia

April 2–6

Women’s Choir
New Jersey and New York

April 12–14

Orchestra
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Dr. Bill Brown
Des Moines, Iowa

Connecting Online
CU
on the
Web

E-mail for Life
Set up your own Cedarville e-mail account (a great way to reconnect with friends through Facebook or other social networks) by
creating an “E-mail for Life” (EFL) e-mail account. It’s quick, easy, and FREE. Visit www.cedarville.edu/alumni/emailforlife.cfm.
Online Alumni Directory
Use the online alumni directory to look up friends by last name, maiden name, grad year, or zip code. You can also update personal
information that appears in the online directory and manage visibility settings. Visit www.cedarville.edu/cf/alumni/directory.
Both of these resources are password protected and are for alumni use only. If you do not have a username and password, call
1-800-837-2566 or e-mail alumni@cedarville.edu to set up your account.
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Summer Studies gives high school juniors and seniors the
opportunity to earn college credit and experience Cedarville
University life to its fullest — all in two weeks!
June 14–27
www.cedarville.edu/summerstudies

Academic camps help students explore career options and see
how their interests and abilities can be used in this world for
Christ.
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important, biblical life lessons.
Team Camps
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Individual Camps
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Day Camps
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www.cedarville.edu/sportscamps

The Summit Student Leadership Conference features teaching
CZTPNFPGUIFCFTU$ISJTUJBOUIJOLFSTBOETQFBLFST JODMVEJOH
TFWFSBM$FEBSWJMMFGBDVMUZNFNCFST BOEFRVJQTTUVEFOUTUP
understand and defend the biblical worldview in today’s culture.
June 8–20
www.cedarville.edu/summit

more Info comIng soon
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